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        Wageningen University Fund
  Press Award 2010
Jury report
The executive committee of the Wageningen University Fund has decided to award the 2010 Press Award to the documentary maker
Barend Hazeleger
The executive committee reached this decision at the recommendation of the jury, consisting of four representatives from the worlds of science and journalism, under the chairmanship of Dr Aalt Dijkhuizen, chairman of the Executive Board of Wageningen UR (University & Research centre).

Considerations of the jury

In his six-part documentary production “Stakeholders’ views on biological containment”, Barend Hazeleger recorded the views of relevant stakeholders including scientists, activists and lobbyists, on the issue of cross-pollination of genetically modified crops with conventional and biological crops in an accessible manner. 
He made a difficult subject like coexistence in the EU and the role of “biological containment” accessible to a wider audience and shed light on the issues from different angles with integrity. 
The production prompted many responses and much discussion, thus serving to widen the public debate on this subject. 
The jury praises his journalistic qualities: professional, calm images, with the maker taking a neutral position and leaving the protagonists to speak for themselves. As such, Barend Hazeleger meets the requirements set by the jury in terms of quality, accessibility and connection to the scientific research of Wageningen University.

Background

Barend Hazeleger (1956) graduated from Wageningen University in Land Development in 1983. For the next eleven years, he worked as a journalist and educational officer for international development organisations such as Novib/Oxfam. 
Since 1994, he has worked as an independent communications adviser, copywriter and film-maker. Barend Hazeleger runs his own agency Agrapen, whose activities include producing and directing text productions and documentaries. He is also the editor of Landschap, a scientific magazine for landscape ecology and environmental sciences.

