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Wageningen University Fund
Press Award 2010

Jury report
The executive committee of the Wageningen University Fund Foundation has decided to award the 2010 Press Award to journalist and editor
Arend Jan Voortman.

The executive committee reached its decision at the recommendation of the jury, consisting of four representatives from the worlds of science and journalism, under the chairmanship of Dr Aalt Dijkhuizen, chairman of the Executive Board of Wageningen UR (University & Research centre).

Considerations of the jury

In the view of the jury, Arend Jan Voortman deserves the Press Prize for his exceptional journalistic work over many years for the magazine Spil. As general editor and editor-in-chief of Spil over many years, he has adopted a critical, thought-provoking and constructive attitude to issues relevant to society. On the one hand, he has done this by offering his own, often colourful views on topical subjects, on the other by recruiting prominent and generally authoritative scientists and authors for the publication. Spil stimulates public debate and as such offers a platform for alternative voices, not just through the magazine itself, but also via its website. Driven by the tenacious Voortman, Spil has grown to become a medium whose influence reaches much further than its relatively modest circulation would suggest.

As such, the oeuvre of Arend Jan Voortman comfortably meets the requirements set by the jury in terms of quality, accessibility and connection to the scientific research of Wageningen University.

Background

Arend Jan Voortman (born 1930) graduated from Wageningen University in 1957, having studied economics and majoring in socio-economic history. For many years he worked at the then State Service for the National Plan. He played an important role at the boundary of science and policy as secretary of the Netherlands Organisation of Scientific Researchers. He was more than ten years Member of Parliament for the Dutch Socialist Party (PvdA). He acted as spokesperson for agricultural and scientific policy issues. After his political career in 1981 he found his way back to Wageningen and the Law and State Sciences department. He then founded an independent agency and launched the magazine Spil. He has been the editor-in-chief of the publication for many years.

For over thirty years, Spil has been a critical magazine looking at the production of food, raw materials and energy, food safety, relations between town and country, agriculture and countryside development and landscape, nature and environmental management. The magazine is published six times per year and has been extended with the website Platteland-in-Perspectief.nl.

